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U^»  3586617  SL t.  G.V.P.  PICOZZI,  Hcyul  Cerpa  of  signals  haring  boon 
duly  snora  st  tco,- 

I  m 1  30  y oars  of  14,0,  of  Eritieh  nationality, .  bon.  at  Lender., 

}.y  permanent  home*  is  (I’IL)» 

1  cm  at  presort  living  at  pearl's  Kill  prisen,  Singapore  whore  I  on  acting 
as  a  warder, 

(.The  following  is  an  account  of  qy  experiences  in  tfio  ;ir!tury  Gaol  in 
pearls  Hill  prison,  Singapore,  whore  I  wus  incarcerated  iVoc  ,.ugust  1943 
until  August  ‘44» 

I  res  locked  up  in  coll  19  D  Block.  Thero  woro  13  other  sc Idlers 
thorc  when  1  arrived  and  when  I  sen  then  1  realised  that  this  was  indeed  hell 
on  earth.  They  nere  covered  in  septic  scabies,  wwo  suffering  fren  beri-bori 
and  in  tr-ny  cases  dysentery,  iyeryone  was  hopelessly  undernourished  end 
terribly  thin,  the  average  weight  being  about  7  stone.  The  food  w-s  totally 
inadequate  -  three  meals  c.  day  consist  ino  in  all  of  some  6  023.  of  rlco  with 
a  little  soup  and  or.  occasional  l'lsh  head.  lor  fivo  norths  we  all  but 
starved  tc  death  end  I  personally  went  down  iron  12  stono  to  6  stone  2  lbs. 
by  which  tine  1  nus  very  sick  with  scabies  end  teri-beri.  On  asking  cr 
rcthor  bogging  for  medicine  1  was  told  to  hurry  up  and  die  as  thorc  was  no 
treatment  for  such  cs  1. ,  m  seven  norths  I  hod  been  in  solitary  confinement 
as  1  was  still  un  untried  prisor.er  and  ny  state  of  nir.d  was  such  that  I  just 
wonted  to  dio. 

,  lyoryono  lived  in  oenstont  four  of  the  guards  es  sevoro  bcatii-gs 
wore  tho  punishment  for  the  slightest  offeree.  The  following  ere  sene  of  the 
worst  atrocities  which  1  witnessed  1- 

1. 


fa. 


In  March  or  April  19-  4  there  was  in  prisen  with  ne  an  old  Greek 
priest  fro:.;  Malacca.  y{c  was  suffering  fron  severe  scabies  and  one 
night  when  ho  was  naming  in  his  coll  tho  guard  wont  in  and  kicked 
and  boat  him.  He  died  the  saxi  night*.  The  guard  *:ho  murdered  him 
is  himolf  now  a  prisoner  in  the  gacl  and  1  havo  identified  him  as 

Chincso  md  “urasiansjhuvc  bem  carried  out  on  stretchers  to  bo 
beheaded,  too  sick  fc’aik-  or  oven  crawl,  young  Chinese,  toe  ycung 
to  die,  have  left  for  oxccuticn/ shouting  for  victory  for  the  Allies 
md  shoving  us  the  way  to  die  for  King  and  Country, 

The  most  pathetic  sight  was  sever  intrusions,  scud  of  thou  my  friends 
in  peacetime,  whose  only  crime  wes  that  they  iu.d  t;kcr.  no\.s  into 
Changi  emp  which  was  ccrx.cn  practice  in  Singapore,  per  this  thoy 
were  condemned  tc  death  after  premises  from  the  Japs  that  they  would 
be  excused  if  thoy  bocaix  good  citizens.  They  were  beheaded  on  26 
Ncv.  '43. 
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hen  Hatfield  was  condemned  to  die  he  was  kept  in  un  oqpty  Ov.ll  for 
six  daya  prior  to  his  elocution.  He  w_s  in  a  very  bed  stoto  und 
handcuffed  end  without  bodduvg,  H®  bad  u  horror  of  bohouding  ^ 
the  guards  never  lost  ua  opportunity  of  toaraeutin*,  hi...  .;ith 
rouindora  cX  whet  wee  to  couo,  His  cant-1  anguish  uist  neve  1)000 
alr»at  unbearable.  From  u  l6  atenc  nun  he  hi.d  booomo  a  7  stone  wroefc 

und  waa  executed  on  6  Dec.  'h'j. 

5.  An  Indian  aeldier  woe  kicked  in  the  back  by  a  gunrd  and  completely 
crippled.  Ho  could  net  walk  md  evontually  died^/  Tee  who 

murdered  him  is  himsolf  now  u  priaor.er  in  the  gaol  vox  I  havo 

idontifiod  him  aa  NUL'Jh.  HIDLO. 

((,.  n  chineae  non  was  driver,  mad  by  constant  beating  and  ovcaitually 
killed  himself  by  bushinghla  h<*.d  against  too  wall  cf  hi*  ecll^. 

The  guard  who  was  responsible  for  this  u-n'a  death  is  hlix 
a  prisoner  in  the  gacl  and  I  Lave  identified  him  aa 

/7  4tJi  3u.fi  oh  pa.’  ixmod  Brown  of  the  Ley  el  fiogirxnt  was  driven  mad by 
cons rent  beating  end  general  illtrvutixnt.  The  guard  rcaponcibe 
for  this  is  hii  aelf  new  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  und  I  h  .vt  identi¬ 
fied  him  as  K2T0.  He  was  else  in  charge  of  the  isouo  of  rations 
end  nude  sure  that  tho  British  and  ..ustraliun  peO wore  alia. at 
starvod  to  death. 

i  /  8.  r.o  Australians  died  of  starvation  and  general  illtroatixnt  in  July 
191(3  J  The  rrn  who  is  perciully  rosponoiblo  for  their  eoath  is 
MORiMOTO  who  is  now  a  prisoner  in  tho  gaol. 

9.  I  have  personally  boon  i litre,  .tod  by  tho  following  guards  who  are 
new  prisoners  in  the  gaol  end  who  I  h-.vc  idontif indi¬ 
te)  pttts;.  -  Knocliod  no  unconcoicus  three  times  with  his  sword  butt 
and  zxdo  .x  crawl  one  idle  on  my  hands  and  knees  when  I  »ufl 
sick  with  dysentory  end  malaria  txd  could  not  walk.  Ho  did 
this  just  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  ay  sores  cut  and  bleeding. 

flj\  IfTTR’T/-  -  hen  I  was  ur.able  to  '  elk  ar.d  was  crawling  along  ho 
kicked  ix  in  tho  face  because  I  ves  not  going  fadt  enough. 

It  has  left  e  scar  on  ny  fi.rol.ead. 

SlvTO  -  T^ck  particular  delight  In  torturing  no  by  ...eking  ix 
crawl  about  und  beating  ex  whon  I  was  to  sick  to  move. 


10.  Ihe  following  guards  also  delighted  in  illtrc-ting  prisoners,  tficy 
uro  all  in  gaol  and  have  been  identified  by  ixi- 

(a)  TSUTHlL.t  fai ji  -  reduced  already  neagro  rations  end  kickod 

sick  prisoners. 

(b)  HCG»»  -  general  illtro.  t.  vcnt. 
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(c)  QTISHI  -  particularly  ford  of  beating  Palish  soldiers. 

He  kept  rx  on  about  4  ozo.  of  rico  and  voter  for  14  days 
because  I  vould  not  kiss  his  shoes. 

(d)  S.1ITO  -  starving  :jxi  beating. 

(g)  KOIb.Y..SHI  -  particularly  fend  of  hurting  officers. 

(f)  HATORI  -  boat  up  0 very body.  He  boat  a  British  soldior  nanod 

LA v sen  and  broke  two  of  his  ribs,  particularly  fond  of 
kicking  prisoners  until  they  vero  unconscious. 

(g)  YiJUJSHirh  -  c  particularly  vicious  typo  vho  specialised  in 

beating  up  sick  prisoners,  Hu  was  in  ch:irgo  cf  the  kitchen 
for  a  tiixi  T.'hou  ho  toad-  sure  vo  voro  given  half  rations  and 
sour  rico  until  ovorybody  vas  sick.  Then  he  conn  round  toll¬ 
ing  us  to  hurry  up  und  die,  helping  us  along  vith  kicks  and 

blor.p. 

(h)  SaTO  ••  general  illtrcut.xnt. 

(i)  CKUMJOt  -  general  illtreatuer.t. 

(J)  K..CK1T.,  -  goncu-al  illtroatment. 

(k)  SHUJDI  -  general  ilPcreutuont. 

After  pec.  '43  things  began  to  got  u  lot  bettor,  itio  food  increasod  end 
avoryonc  vho  could  vork  vae  alio;  od  to  do  so.  of  course  if  you  voro  sick 

you  wore  still  starved,  tho  jap  net hod  being  no  vork ,  no  food.  After  about 

six  vooks  things  began  to  drop  off  again  and  beatings  onco  noro  bocuuo  the 
ordor  of  tho  day.  it  vas  futllo  to  ccttplain  for  thcro  was  nobody  to  con- 
plain  to.  Eventually  1  was  sent  to  Cl.~ngi  pc.;  Hospital  vhen  tho  guards 
thought  I  vas  p.  st  saving.  This  was  ono  cf  their  most  fooioue  jokes.  They 
vould  koep  soldiers  in  their  cells  vith  no  nodical  troatticut  and  just  boforo 
they  died  send  thou  to  Cliongi.  m  this  my  tho  responsibility  for  tho 
eoaths  did  not  lie  vith  the'  prison  authorities. 

W  stutenent  can  be  corroborated  by  Sfet.  Y.J>p,  IL.SC. 

Sgt,  MJRJT,  2  Loyal a 
Ddr.  KOONi  1 55  Pd.  Rogt. 

C SM.  BLUE,  2/26  Rcgt.  ^IF. 

(Sieved)  O.V.  IICOSZI,  Sgt. 


ff-orn  before  no 

(Signed)  -.0.  PRITCILJU),  Lt,  Col. 
O.C.  iJo.  7  or  Crimes  investigation  Toaa. 

This  8th  day  of  januury  1946 

Dotailod  to  examine  the  abovo 

by  C  in  C,  ..lliod  Land  forces  SEA. 
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